STORY  OF THE  MUSLIM  MOONS      49

the good deeds of this humble slave of Thine. On earth
his eyes, his ears, his nose, his mouth, and his stomach
were all obedient both to whatsoever Thou hast forbidden
and also to whatsoever Thou hast made lawful. The days he
passed in fasting, and the nights in sleepless supplication.
Verily he is a good doer ! " Then Allah will command his
slave to be borne into Paradise on a steed of light, accom-
panied by angels, and by all the rewards of his piety
on camels of light, and there he will be conducted to
a palace whose foundation is laid in everlasting felicity,
and whose inmates never grow old. The moon of Rajab is
the month of Allah. It is said that there is a stream of
that name in Paradise, whose water is white, and more
wholesome than milk and sweeter than honey. The first
to welcome the new arrival will be this stream, which will
straightway wend its course round his palace. To Salim,
one of his disciples, Muhammad is reported to have said :
" If you keep fast for one day during the month of Rajab
you will be free from the terror of death, and the agony of
death, from the percussion of the grave, and the loneliness
thereof. If you keep fast for two days the eight doors of
Paradise will be opened unto you."

The authoritative tradition goes that a crier will make
himself heard from between the earth and the sky, summon-
ing the pious who observed the prayers and the privations
of the moon of Rajab : " Oh, ye Rajabians, come forth and
present yourselves before your Creator." Then the Rajab-
ians, whose heads will be crowned with pearls and rubies,
and whose faces will be bathed in the universal light, will
arise and stand before the Throne. And each one among
them will have a thousand angels on his right hand and a
thousand on his left, and they will shout with one accord,
saying : " O, ye Rajabians, may ye be deserving of all the
holy favours ye are about to receive!" And last of all,